GALLIC.

aeedies, and forms a colourless solution in water. This Chap. TIL
salt is employed with great advantage in several cases-
By means of it, for example, Dr Wollaston has pointed
out a method of separating palladium with facility from
crude platina. Dissolve crude platina in nitro-muri-
atic acid ; throw down the platinum with sal ammo-
mac, neutralize the remaining solution with an alkali,
and then drop in prussiate of mercury ; a yellow pre-
cipitate gradually forms, which, when heated to redness^
leaves pure palladium*

The only earthy bodies precipitated by the prussiates
are zirconia and yttria. This property distinguishes
these two earths from all the rest, and points out an
analogy between them and the metallic oxides.

SECT. III.

OF GALLIC ACID.

JL HERE is an excrescence, known by the name of nut~ Historj
gaily which grows on some species of oaks. This sub-
stance contains a peculiar acid, called from, that circum-
stance gallic acid ; the properties of which were first ex-
amined with attention by the commissioners of the A-
cademy of Dijon, and the result of their experiments
Tvas published in 1777, in the third volume of their
Elements of Chemistry *. In these experiments, how*
ever, they employed the infusion of galls, in which the

* Vol. III. p. 403.